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THE SITUATION.
A little more sunslime will put tbe roads in Virginia in

avsilBbio c ndition for (he coutemplalod movements.

Parties of enginoers and pioneers aro putting the damaged
bndeei-, wlncn sufl'orod from tbe reccnt Hood, in order.
Oonoral I «e continues actively to strengthen bis position
by defense e works on (ho south of the ltapidan.
Our despatches from Fortress M >uroe report a gunboat

oipedition totbeCbickabominy of a mysterious character,
which reached sa:oly within firtcen miles of Richmond,
and returned on I'riday with forty negro prisoners.
Tbe Union gunboats had a light with tbo rebels at

Otcknaa, Ky., on Tuesday, and captured some of tbem.
There la nothing further of importance from tbe south
went It waa rumored at Memphis that tbe rebel lorrcst
vu contemplating an attack on that place.

CON GBESS.
Our r«|K»rta of tbe proceedings of Congress yesterday

are Interest ag aud Important.
It Um Senate the debate on tbe amendment to tbe cou-

ftt*tutiea. whereby slavery is to be forever prohibited
ttroufbout tbe land, iras concluded. and after some futile
eflorw os tbe part of Kb opponents to delay float action,
Mm joapt roeotation of tbe Judiciary Committee was

aaepted A two-tbirds roto was oeressary to secure tbe
.urease or toe measure, but tbe record stand* as fol
lows .
For tbe amendment 38
Against the amendment 6

Total
Absent 5
Tbo negative votes were cast by Messrs. Davis and

Powell, of Kentucky: Haulsbury and Riddle, of Delaware;
Mcrougall, of California and Hendricks, oflndlir.a The
abevntoet. were Messrs. Buckalew, (opp.) of Pennsyl-
?unia, ( arlne, (opp ) of West Virginia Hicks. (opp.) of
Maryland. Richardson, (opp.) or Illinois; and Wright,
(opp ) of New Jersey.
Tbo Senate also adopted the bill roj>oaling the fir<«t

section of the joint resolution authorizing the
transfer of men Ironi the army to the navy.
Mr Sherman introduced a bill to provide for a national
ourrency secured by the pledge of United Plates' Rtocks,
and to provide for tbe circulation and redemption tbereo'.
Tbe bill is nearly tbe same as that proposed by Mr
Hooper In (be Bouse ft was referred to the Committee
00 Kloaoce. A bill regulating tbe foreign and ocasting
trade was referred to tbe Committee on Commerce. Seve¬
ral unimportant subjects were introduced aud appropri¬
ately diep*ed of, and tbe .senate adjourned.

In tbe House of Representatives tbe bill providing for
tbe erection of a new jail in tbe District of Columbia
«aase up for consideration, and Mr. Patterson. of New
Hampshire, and Mr. Wasbburne, of Illinois, Indulged in
what pugilists would call a lively "turn up," tbe former
repudiating with scorn and contempt,lie., and burling in
Mr Weebburne's teeth, the imputation that be supported
a swiod!* in voting for an appropriation to purchase land
In < harkvtown for naval purposes. The Committee on

Ftectious reported that neither Mr. Loan nor Mr. Bruce
Ik entitled to represent tbe .Seventh district of Mi?-
HOuri A minority roport, declaring Mr. Loan entitled
to reift u his S"at, was submitted. TLe Committee
of Ways and Means were instructed to inquire
into tbe expediency of reporting a Mil laying
ail \alorcm taxei. on all sales of bonds, itoek?.
¦|>ecte, merchandise of all descripti >ns, and on tbe re

oelpts of railroads, co&l, k-as and alt other Incorporated
c 'topames. The senate bill extendinc the tim< for Stales
to accept grants of Inod for agricultural oallegos w»

amended so as to include West Virginia In Its provisions,
and then passed. Tbe Hcuse then went into Committee
of tbo Whole, and Mr l/iqg.of Ohio, made s spceoli on
tbe war, and n the course of hi* remarks boldly declared
in favor of tbe recognition of tbe rel>el confederacy. Cen.
Ga'fleld.of Ohio, replied with much patriotic, warmth
and eloquence Tbe discussion was continued till alter
sic o'clock, when the House adjourned.

THE LEGISLATURE.
Tbo proco*lmg* of tbe Legislature yesterday were un-

us tally mtere ting, especially to these connected with
city railroad projects

lo tbo Senate the Committee on Railroads made a fa¬
vorable report on tbe bill authorizing tbe Harlem Rail
road Company to increase its capital stock three millions
of dollars and convert its mortgage bonds into stock
The same commit toe reported adversely upon tbe
Broadway Oudergrouod and thirty second street
Railroad projects, and also against the bill im
posing a tai of ten per cent on tbe graas
reoeipts <-f Now York city railroads for the benefit
of tbe Oily troasnry. These adverse reports were laid on

tbe table The Assembly bill to enable tbe Children's
Aid Society of the city of New York to bold real and per¬
sona' estate was reported favorably also the bill lo tax
-dividends of Massachusetts stockholders in New York
corporations. Tbe As embly bill regulating tbe mode for
ooidlers to east their vote* was reported favora¬
bly. without amendment A petition of Hawley D. Clai r
a prisoner in Fort Lafayette, Invoking the prow tion
<4 the State, was received and referred to tbe fudlelary
Oommitiee Tbe vote by which the bill regulating
wharves in New York that may be used by tbe Raritan
and I*!aware Railroad waa lost, was reconsidered, and
tbe bill passed Tbe bills to amend tbe charter of tbe
Nee York Medical College Tor Women to amend tbe
obarter of the Rome Insursnce Compaoy of tbe city of
New York, and that to Incorporate tbe Erie Dock Com
l<any basin tn the city of Brooklyn, were also passed.

In tbe Assembly several bills were passed, smong them
one providing that divorces may be granted and mar¬
riages dissolved whenever tbere baa been a wilful and
aeattaned desertion of s wife by bar husband, or of a bus
fcaod by bis wife, for ten conaecullve years, provided
there is at tbe tine of the c immencement of tbe action
no living issue of tbe marriage

MIICELLAlfEOUi NEWS
The number of visitors to tbe Sanitary V sir yesterday,

both In Ftoirteootb street and Union square, amounted to
about thirty-foar thousand. Tie gross receipts up to tbe

present time are about $400.000. McClellan is eight pages
.head in tbe award contest, and last evening lead Grant
bf two hundred aad nine on yesterday's vote.

Its dlreotors of the Fourth National Bank of tbls c.ty
are seeking to remove tbetr President, ei Mayor Opdyke,
Md tbe matter oame op la tbe Supreme Oourt Chambers

j tarda/ before Judge 1'eckham, oe a motion made by
t»eid P. KleM to enjoin tbe directors from removing Mr.

Oflfkl freai ottce wedge Woodruff, who appeared for

0V Ml «« AiNBfcm. ul*****MffTJIlf

bad full (tower uader the set of foo^riJH# U> "r

Opilyke, and that the Court hftd u» right t> iot«rfer<«Mtli
the dirtvtore m the exercise of their discretion. The

Court took tbe p*per» u nd reserved it* decision. A meet¬

ing of I bo stockholders of tliia buok will be MM <*

TMNlM*F next for Itie purpose of considering the matter

of Mr Opdykf'k roraoval and for U»e traupatlion of other

important buetoese.
j In. Ca*e of John W Hunter w»n yesterday again under

e\aiuinttion berore tbe I muni States CowmiSMoaer Mr.

( tarn, the Assistant Treasurer, was examined as a wit-
iiiug. iic t;avi' some very imj*ortant evidence. The ca&e

stands adiourued till Monday next.
Judge Miller, of tbe Supreme Court, is engaged in try¬

ing tbe (.vo of William If. Uttle vs. Derrick & Bon and
others. The plaint id'claims that in May, 1863, he sold
one bunitr«<l and fifty barrels of flour to a man named
Htcki, but before tbe latter bad paid for tbe same be re-

moved tbe property from the place where it was stored,
and transferred It to Messrs. Derrick & Son for a con¬

sideration. llicks abFconded immediately after this
transaction, leaving Little completely in the luroh, and
the flour w:is subsequently removed to tbe Btore of Sher¬
wood & Alien, who refuse to deliver it up to tbe plainlifT
unleas ordered to do so by Herrtck & Son. The latter
claim that the Hour came into their bands In the legiti¬
mate course of trade, and refuse to deliver it up. Tbe
case is still on.

In tbe Court of Common Pleas yesterday, before Judge
Cardoza, the rase or Brown's Water Furnace Company vs.

Kicbard French attracted some attention. The plaintiffs sue
sue for a balance of five hundred dollars-alleged to he dae
them in tbe construct ion of a heating apparatus (or the de¬
fendant's bouse in Gramercy Park. Tbe dofence set up is

that tbe work was not dono according to a<rreement, and
tbat tbe defendant's bouse was never warm above the se¬

cond story. Mr. French says be suffered a great deal from
tbe inconvenieuce. and was put to the expense of having
grate (ire? through the upper part of his dwelling, which
entailed an increased expense of no inconsiderable
amount The jury were unable to agree when the court
adioumed for the day.
Henry K. Morange vs. Stephen Rnrkbalter, in tbe Ma¬

rine Court, before Judge Hearn, proved somewhat inter¬
esting. The piuintif) sought to recover five hundred dol¬
lars for services rendered tbe defendant as counsellor at-
law. Burklialtor's son, it appears, got into trouble with
a woman named Eceleston, and was sued for abandon-
ment, but, through the exertions of bis lawyer, was re¬
lieved of the iucubus and got a divorce, l'or successfully
accomplishing this delicate task Morange asked scvon
hundred dollars; but Brrklialter refused to give any
more than three hundred, which he bad already paid on

account. Tbe jury rendered a verdict lor the plaintiff,
assessing tbe damages at four hundred and thirty dollars.

Maria L. Larrolx obtained a verdict against the city in
the Court of Common Pleas, before Jndge Brady, vaster
day, in consequence of injuries done her property by the
July rioters. The plaintiff owned tbo premises No. 7ft
Roosevelt street, and claimed damage to the amount of
fifteen hundred dollars, but through the exertions of Mr.
Hackett. the Corporation Counsel, the amount was cut
down to nine hundred and sixty dollars.
The will of Robert McCleltan has been admitted to pro¬

bate. The testator bequeathed 92,000 to the Princeton
Theological Seminary. Wm. Donovan's will has also
been admitted. It contains charitable bequests or seve¬
ral small sums, amounting altogether to three hundred
dollars to various Roman Catholic institutions
Tbe great billiard match for the championship and

one thousand dollars, between Dudley Kavanagh, of this
city, and Philip Tieman, of Cincinnati, wbich came off at
Irving Hall on Thursday ni(;ht, resulted in a triumph for
Knv-anagh. Tbo game (a carom one of one thousand fire
hundred point*) was well con test Ad, ud produced uni¬
versal satisfaction among the thousands who witnessed
the performance. Tieman was beaten two hundred and
thirty* flva point*.
There was a breakdown in the sharp market vaster

day. and the whole list, with the exception of Harlem,
which advanced five per rent, declined from a half to
Tour and a liatf. Vary little was doing in the gold ex¬
change, and tha quotations.169 to 170.were merely
nominal Government securities were Arm. and the five-
twentiea advanced to 112. Money was active at the full
legal rate of interest.
There was considerable activity in rammercial circles

yesterday, and the sales were fair in tn:iny articles,
chiefly on spc< ulatiou, at a higbor range of prices. All
imported coutmoditics were firmer, and some were al¬
together higher, with some considerable business at tho
advar. ed pnccs. Groceries were firmer. Cotton was tirm.
Petroleum was more active and higher, with a large busi¬
ness. On 'Change, the leading feature was the steady
rise in flour, pork. whiskey and tallow, with large transac¬
tions in carh Wheat was lc. a 2c. better, but not active,
owing to the reduced s'ipply. Corn was firmly held, but
comparatively quiet from the same cause. Oats closed
in favor of the buyer, lard was ilrm, but not higher.
Fre'zhts were extremely dull. In fact, yesterday was

conceded to be the dullest day in freights for months,
Kvan at the present extremely low rates (which are not
much better than those for ballast), it is hard to prorire j
cargoes.

The Abolition of Slavery by the Amend¬
ment of the Conatttutlon.

The views which the Herald has so strongly
urged for a long time past with regard to the
constitutional abolition of slavery. a9 a neces¬

sity of the age. as well as a safeguard against
the agitation stimulated by fanaticism for cor¬

rupt or dangerous purposes, Lave been most

triumphantly endorsed by the vote in the
.Senate yesterday, on ihe report of the Judicia¬
ry Committee. The joint resolution amending
the constitution «o ns virtually to abolish slave¬
ry if the lower lions-* should concur in a two-J

?hiids vote.pa-«ed the Senate by a vote of

thirty-eight to six.the two Senators from Dela¬
ware. Saulsbury and Middle: the two from Ken¬

tucky, Powell and Davis; McDougall, of Cali¬
fornia, and Hendiick*, of Indiana, alone voting
against it It now remains to be seen whether the
House of Representatives will ratify the pro¬
gressive action of the Senate. We have great
hopes that it will. Then the Legislature? of
the different States, or State Conventions, as

Congroes may decide, will be called upon to

pronounce as to the amendment of tho consti¬
tution. This they must do by a vote of tbroe-
fourths of their number in order to make the
action valid.
Thr Repvbucan Convention..There is a

controversy in the republican party as to when
it* Convention »lia!l be held for the nomination
of a candidate for the next Presidency. The
Republican National Committee has designated
the 0th of June as the day on which the Con¬
vention shall be held; but some members of
lbs* committee desire that it shall be held later,
and there is a movement on foot to change the
o.iy. It i« supposed that those who are in favor
of th< Convention meeting in June, as desig¬
nated. favor the nomination of Lincoln;
while those who favor the postponement
are regarded as opposed to him. as the
movement for postponement is regarded as

a movement to gain time for his defeat.
All this controversy is fruitless, bootless and
ridiculous. It makes no difference when the
Convention meets, or whether it meets at all.
Both this shoddy Convention of those in favor
of Lincoln or another republican and the
shent-per-ahent Convention are bodies without
constituents.bodies with whose organization
the people have nothing to do. and as to whose
actions the people are indifferent. Congress is
the legitimate representative of the American
people, entitled to speak for the people with
authority, and to be beard over all the clamor
of the corrupt coteries of contractors and
placeholders; and the members opposed te
the re-eleetion, or even the renomination. of
Lincoln should take such definite and unmis¬
takable action on this uisJ^ej «u will superseds
iljij ( li.HTTitmn

OougrcM, Ihr Adi»iMi«4i«U»u and ike
Country.

There are some signs in the late proceedings'
of the two bouses of an "irrepfewibte couflict"
between the present Congress ami the adminis¬
tration In the unmeasured financial, military
and civil powers voted to the President by the
last Congress he was amply provided with the
ways and means for bringing the war to a

speedy conclusion. But in a military view,
and financially and politically, bo has signally
failed. The leading members of the present
Congress, who were the leading members of
the last, 11.us finding him unequal to the great
requirements of his position, are evidently re¬

solved to drop him, aed to act in reference to
their legislative measures without consulting
bis peculiar whims and fancies.

In this view tie Ci st and the moat urgently
needed measure adopted at the present session
was that which has resulted in placing General
Grant in the active command of all the
armies of the United State*. But a leading
motive, if not the principal object, of
the two houses in this measure was the dis¬
placement of General Ilalleok from the su¬

preme managing military bureau at Washing¬
ton; and this object has been defeated in the
retention by the President of General ITalleck
at his side as his Chiel of Staff. From this
partial and qualified fulfilment.from this
adroit evasion, we may say, of the purpose of
the law.Mr. Lincoln has only added another
to those frequent cases of offence in which be has
construed or disregarded, enlarged or dimin¬
ished, the measures of Congress to suit bis own
ideas of expediency.

It is not surprising, therefore, that, in con¬

tempt of his preposterous projects of emanci¬
pation and reconstruction, the Senate should
proceod, as it has proceeded, to that broad,
practical and comprehensive measure of the
abolition of slavery through an amendment of
the federal constitution. In this proceeding the
Senate substantially warns Mr. Lincoln that
bis petty tinkering devices of emancipation
will not answer, and that if be desires the
abolition of slavery in the reconstruction ot the
Union there is but one course to pursue.the
course of action ordained in the supreme law
of the land. Let us hope that this commenda¬
ble movement of the Senate will not be lost
upon the administration, although our amiable
President, in his rustic simplicity, may still ima¬
gine that bis way is better than the constitutional'
way of action. In any event, it is a matter of
satisfaction that the Senate has resolved to fol¬
low his abolition jack-o:-lanterns no longer.
The House of Representatives, next, in its late

emphatio and unanimously adopted resolution
against the Napoleonic seizure of Mexico, has
not only given great satisfaction to the country,
but has administered a deliberate rebuke
against the namby-pamby, wish-washy foreign
policy of the administration. Thw House de¬
clares that we have bad too much of this, and
that the country is strong enough, and ready,
even with this great rebellion upon it* bands,
to maintain its dignity before the nations of
Europe. If this administralion cannot be
brought to face these responsibilities it must be
superseded. This is really the position of the
House or Representatives, without a dissenting
voice.

In vet another matter.tlie new Tax bill the
1 louse is laboring to extricate the country from
its perils without special rogard to the policy
of tbe administration.the foolish policy of put¬
ting ofl'the payment of its debts. Anew Tax bill
to the extent of threo or four hundred millions
will give something of substantial value to our

Treasury notes. Nothing else will keep them
from depreciating to a fearful collapse. A
general bank bill Is a mere matter of form, and
will afford no solid relief in any shape short of
taxation. But there is yet one thing, and tbe
most important of all, upon which thin Congress
is called to act. and without further delay. We
mean this thing of setting aside this blundering
*nd incompetent administration, beginning with
Abraham Lincoln. There is but a sorry pros¬
pect that, under his management, the Union
will be restored or tbe war ended by March,
1865, or by March, 186f».

Wliy, then, with this opinion evidently pre¬
dominant in both houses.why is it that there is
no movement in either to secure an acceptable
I nion candidate for the succession? Why wait
upon that self-constituted and irresponsible
gathering of vagrant politicians known as the
National Party Convention.' Let it be super-
pedod and abolished by the independent action
of tbe responsible representatives of tbe people
in Congress. Why not? A general caucus of
'be war and Lnion members of both bouses,
regardless of party Hues, could in a single eit-
ting do away with all tbe packed conventions
appointed upon this business. Let Congress,
tben. while about it, make thorough work of
the present incapablo administration by pro¬
viding for the people tbe candidate and the op-
portunity for a complete reform.
We have had twenty-eight years of these con-

vf-ntion nominated Presidents, and every one
of tbem has been a failure: till bere we are, in
the midst of the most terrible war in the his¬
tory of mankind. Now let us have a change.

The Striik Question..The excitement cre¬
sted amongst the working classes by the bill
now before the Legislature prohibiting trade
strikes is assuming a very serious aspect If
the measure be persisted in there is no an¬

swering for tbe consequences. Workingmen
say that tbe Legislature has no right to inter¬
fere with their trade arrangements; and no
more has it, so long as they aro confined within
proper limits. Why should operatives be made
exceptions to the privileges enjoyed by other
cUsses ? The manufacturer strikes for higher
prices, so does the butcher, tbe baker, the 8sh-
monger, the greengrocer, the milkman and the
storekeepers and boss employers of every
kind. People grumble against them for doing
it; but they do not rush to the Legislature
with their complaint* or withdraw their cub-
torn. They know that there are natural laws
which regulate these things, and that any at-
tempt they may make to control them by arti¬
ficial means will only render matters worse.

Legislation in regard to strikes, except so
far as it goes to prohibit violence, is just now
not only impolitic, but dangerous. At a time
when the necessaries of life are heiag forced up
to prices which place tbem almost beyond the
roach of tbe workingman tbe Legislatare I*
n«ked to pus a law to prevent him exacting for
his labor wages commensurate with tbe present
high rates of living. The thing is so manifestly
unfair that it Is not to be wondered at that it
has excited a great deal of bad feeling. If the
Legislature will interfere in such matter*, let
it begin at tbe right end. and take In band tbe
monopolists who speculate on the necessities

combine fef the purpotte of protecting
?beoiselves There are measures which it
could legitiuiatNj paw for this object, and
which, though pieaN?d upon its attention, it
has not !« yet even noticed. Why, for instance,
doe* it uot at ouce give 'is a law preventing
railways charging more than' two cents a ton
freight on coal, which they havP it in contem¬
plation to do as soon as the Legislature adjourns?
That would be one of the legitimate ways to
prevent trade strikes. Reduce the cwt of
living by judicious legislation, and workmen
will not be forced to combioe to defend their
interests Our Albany Solons do not appear
to comprehend this, or, if they do, they find it
to their interest to ignore it. We tell them em¬

phatically that the people will not stand any
more elans legislation. If it be the objeot of
their mission merely to protect the interests of
monopolists and speculators, they will be
taught at the polls that their duties had a

wider range. Some of them may acquire
sooner an unpleasant consciousness of the fact,
if recent indications are to be taken as an evi-
denoe of the feeling of the working classes iu
their regard.

F'mooia Bottom..W© are approaching
soundings ia the way of taxation at a tolerably
fair rate of speed, but not fast enough. The
pace should be accelerated, so that we can
find bottom as soon as possible. The quicker
the better. The tax levy of the city of New
York for the next fiscal year amounts to fif¬
teen millions of dollars.three millions more
than last year; and committees of rich men

and Knickerbocker wiseacres are going to Al¬
bany to have the tax reduced. Thin is sheer
nonsense. What is the use of lobbying on the
subject ? Are not all our tax burdens and tre¬
mendous public debt the offsprings of the
moral, religious, political and financial false
trainings of past years? The bitter fruits of bad
and cormpt legislation ? How are committees
to correct the evil ? The State of New York,
it is authoritatively stated, is now.including
city, county and town debts.one thousand
millions of dollars in debt.two-thirds the ag¬
gregate value of all the property of the peo¬
ple, which, according to the last valuation,
docs not quite reach fifteen hundred millions.
What is the use, then, of trying to out off a pal¬
try couple of millions or so in the matter of
taxation? Instead of reducing the tax levy for
the city it should be increased from fifteen to
twenty millions of dollars: and twenty-five
millions will not be too small a sum for the
succeeding fiscal year. Let the State debt be
increased from a thousand millions to two
thousand millions, and let us have an entire
change in property holding in the Slate. Let
us get at the bottom as soon as possible, and
begin again. Look at the present state of legis¬
lation: workingmen appealing to their ser¬

vant? in Albany to perform for them an act of
plain justice. We shall probably next havo
the SoJons in Albany proposing to sell the
workingmen in order to defray the expenses of
freeing the niggers. We are living in wonder¬
ful times, in very costlj times, and the sooner

we get at the bottom the better. Pile on tax¬
ation.

Oru Public Schools Again..The necessity
for a reform in our public school system is
now generally admitted. We have not heard
a single objection to it. Hut the people de¬
mand a real, not a sham, reform. Mr. Bene¬
dict's bill, now before the Legislature, is a

sham reform. It is a half-and-half arrange¬
ment, a politician's measure, a miserable,
bungling abortion. Is there not a member of
the Legislature from this city who has the
sense and wisdom to draw up and present a

good, efficient bill ?
We want school commissioners appointed by

the Governor, to consist of one editor, one

clergyman, one lawyer, one merchant, one me¬

chanic, and so on, Including every olasa of
society; but of course not every class of buai-
nees men. The groggeries and the ward poli¬
ticians who meet in them must be excluded
altogether. They have nearly ruined our

school system already. Is not this plan very
clear, plain and practical ? If so, why cannot
it be adopted instead of Benedict's blundering,
bungling bill ?
"But," says some of the Albany sticklers,

"this would be unconstitutional." Nonsense.
The same objection was made to the Metropo¬
litan Police bill, but was obviated by erecting
two or three counties into a police district,
thus creating entirely new offices. Now, let us
have a Metropolitan School district, composed
of New York, Brooklyn and Williamsburg.
We are in favor of including Jersey Citv and
Iloboken also, if New Jersey will let them
come in. Then the bill will create new offices,
and the constitutional difficulty will beobvi-.
ated. It is always easy enough to do these
things if legislators have the mind to do them.
Have our legislators the mind to make a tho¬
rough reform in the school system? If so. they
must vote down Benedict's abortive bill, and
draw a new one as above suggested.
Tr» Taxks.Tiik Sinkws or War..It is

evident that the present Congress must take the
responsibility that wns avoided by the last one

of providing by taxation a revenue that shall
be equal to the extraordinary expenses of the
government. Our present taxes are totally in¬
adequate to meet tho«e expenses, aud in Bome
respects the Tax bill is a failure. Several of
the States, for instance, have made no return at
all from the income tax. and others have made
a very small one. Congress must go over this
whole matter earnestly, and must give us a tax
bill that will yield three or four hundred million
dollars a year, or the credit of the country is
gone. It matters not what kind of a bank bill
we have. Our present bank system and the
greenbacks seem to be sufficient for the busi¬
ness of the country. But with the question of
taxes it is different. Congress has a great and
all important duty to perform in the prepara¬
tion of a new tax bill that it must face boldly
and go through with. National bankruptcy
will otherwise be the result, and our finances
will fall i»to aa lamentable a condition as the
finances of the rebel States are in now.

Rtkili,
foirrRiiM Horror, Aprtl ., 1884.

Tba steamer Spaulding, Joel arrlvsd from Newborn,
reports thai Cspe Lookout Llgbtbouse was partially do*
stroked bj the rebels, and lbere will probably be no

light there for a weak.
Lieuteaaot Colonel W. T. Jonhoon, trotted States Army,

Medical Inspector of tbts Department, arr.red on tbe
SpauMlog

Ravl|atlosi Westward.
Ci.arm.ARi), April 8,1864

Tbe propeller Oleaa arrived from Duoklrk last evening.
No k* to atgtit weal of Dunkirk.
The Kris Railway Company 's boats will pew coca{B9UQ«

. NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA.
Adjourn'***"® ®' Lr|hutnre.Appr«>
prUtloa tor th» PMittc ltallroaU.
.hipping NOW*. &«.

Sa* I'rakcuoo, April 4,1H64.
Arrived, ships Swallow, (ro® Boston; Krauthn, from

New York.
the lie^iaUttire adjourns flnali'f *1 twelve o'clock to¬

night. Tbe only act passed of inUtfent outside of Cali¬
fornia la one wbeieby the Slate engage* to pay tbe late
renl oo a million and a hair dollars of the Central 1'ariflc
Railroad Company's b>»ds for twenty years. In approving
lLib act tbj (ioveruor expressed tho belief tfcat auy fu¬
ture legislature will have ill# power to repeal it.

San l''RA*nsoo, April &, 1814.
Arrived, ship Hornet, from New York. She reports

having spoken, April 1. in latitude thirty north, (ship En¬
terprise, from New York for San Praurlsco.

I.leut. Col. Ceo H. Ringgold died yesterday A mili¬
tary funeral will be given him from St. Mary's cathedral
to morrow.
Tho legislature adjourned at Midnight, not to meet

agnia for two years. Many bills of local interest were
vetoed or retained in the Coventor's possession.

l'be bill submitting to a vole of the people a proposi¬
tion to Issue half . million dollars of Slate bonds to the
Western I'aciflc Railroad Company, ami a million aud a
hair to tbe central Par lie Railroad Company, was vetoed
on Ibe ground ol unconstitutionality.

Itader aaotber bill tbe Central Company has the inter¬
est on a million add a half of its bonds paid by ths State
Tor twenty years, as reported yesterday.

San Francisco, April 1, 1894.
Arrived. sNps Hase, Witoh of the Ware, Enterprise,Moravia and Valparaiso, from New York.
Sailed, steamer John L. Stephens, lor northwestern

ports of Mexico, with merchandise and mining machine¬
ry, valued at oue hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
Hits is the second large ocean steamer now plying be¬
tween San Francisco and Mexico, each making about
monthly trips.
Business generally is very dull. Blasting powder has

declined to six dollars per keg.
'lite last bill passed by the late legislature was one do¬

nating $250 per month during the ensuing five years to
Captain Sutter, the California pioneer.

Volanteering for the Navy.
SCBNBS AT HBADQUART8R8.NBOKOBH AND WHITE

WOMBN.BLACK BAILORS IN KMKUTO.
A ease of practical miscegenation came bororo Chairman

Blunt, of the Supervisors' Volunteering Committee,
yesterday, which was a pretty clear Illustration of
the morality of the new doctrine of the Tribune..
A big six loot black fellow, blanker than tbe ace of
spades.as a bystander expressed it, so black you
could'nt see him.came yesterday loto the office of
the committee for his bounty money, he having enlisted
in the navy. He was closely followed by a sharp visaged
white woman, who, on his receiving his money, asked
him if be was going to leave hor, without giving her
anything to support herself.
Tho appeal was evidently expected by the darkey, for

he suddeuly and roughly exolaimed, "Whit hab dis chile
to do with you?" Tho woman, with Yankee proclivities,
for she was evidently from "deown East," replied.
"Neow Robert, yeou know yoou hive been living with
me for more than a year. Yeou know my situa¬
tion. Haven't I been keind to yoou? And neow

yeou're goin' away and leave me nothing. Heow
can I support myself, and " and the flowing tears
showed that she bad some apprehension of the future.
Mr. Blunt said to tho negro, "Is this your wire?" "Oh,
no sa, no sa, not by no means whatsomdever; no sa, she
am not 'zactly my wife." "Ah I" exclaims
the Supervisor. "And he has got m.v watch
too, he has," says the woman to Mr. Blunt.
"Have you got ber watch, Hubert ?" "Wall, yes,
yes, sir, 1 believe I has." "Why do you not give It to her,ihen*" <«i is perfectly willin' to do dat. but ye see Bill
Jonsin has it." "Well, crlve her an order to get It."
"Yes. sa; I is perfectly willin'." So an order was written
on Rill Jonsin for the watch, which Sambo signed with
"bis mark." Susannah, for that was her name, left
with tbe document, but returned in the course of an
hour and said she bad seen Bill: but be wouldn't give it
up until the money Robert owed him was paid "Then
you owe him money," says the chairman "I doe* "

says Jupiter." Yon see, sa, my flnauciums was exhaust,
and I wantod some of do currency to investigate

on <i»
advance me three dollars

en de clicker. Three dollars," exclaimed Susan
nah.passionately; "why, you Mack heathen, 'twas
worth more'n three limes that. 1 had it when I lived lo

. "^cu know berry well," says Bob. " that when
I took her sho hadu t run more daa half the time for a
month. You see. 8a, 1 went one morniu' into Miss Robin-
son's and drop her on the store. After dat she did'nt run
a bit I rather suess I scorched her." "But you had better
give the woman the value of it and settle." "Well Su-
sannah here's ten dollar for the old tiling, which aiiit no
better »1an a while turnip." . - that all you're coin'to
give mo? ' "Well, you couie obor to de ship, and
we II settle. "Yes, ycau want to git awav
and then I'll never gee auy more of yeau. »

"Susannah, vou are full of suspicion". Pare. dare, is ten
more; dat is teu for de watch and ton for tub " "on
yeou brute; look, sir, (to Mr. Blunt) he's got inv'
watch got my character got my. my.and all he has
given to show for it is twenty dollars. Is that justice.

.«
But the negro had put his heel down, aud

would not budge ills constancy hid oozed out, and
ho was ready to cast oil his white trnsh," like his
betters. Oh, you heathen brute," sbe oxclaitned, "I
wish you would ft'.on get into a tlirht and a big fourteen
hundred-pounder would bit yer.not on yer bead for
there it would'ot hurt; but S"mewbere where it 'd
smash yer. I hope (robbing loudly) that.that they'l
take yeou prisoner and put yeou on a plantation to nick
sweet potatoes ami dig cotton. I aint opposed to

,n^niurP' 1 n'nt " t>°P« ''with an ener¬
getic stamp of the foot) they'll get you and all the rest
of your black, greasy, nasty tribe.I do.I gay 1 do.-'
The. upervlaor. thinking the oolKxiuy had gone on long
enough, sent Susannah off, and turned Kobert, who looked

savage as an ebony KUhard the Third, Into

mlwegenaUon.8 ">lunteors. Such is practical

The Robbery at .Vesin. II. B. Claflla A
to-'s Store.

TWO RECEIVERS AND ONK PORTKK PLEAD OlTtl.TT
.AFFKAT IM 1 8TRKKT BALL

COURT OF GFNSP.AI 8RS«10\4.
Before rity Judge A. p. Russel.

Aprii. 8.The court opened at eleven o'clock this morn-
ing, City Judge A. D. Russel presiding. A number of
prisoners were brought down who bad been indicted for
complicity in the exlensive robberloe which have recent¬
ly taknn place at the store of Messrs. n. ft Claflfn * Co
in Church street. John Jobman.a German, thirty-nine

Mfr.wss at tbe bar on an Indictment
charging him with having received goods knowing tbem
to have been stolen from the above mentioned store Mr
pleaded guilty, and was remanded lor sentence
Louis Andressen, also a German, who has be,.n carrvlnc
on the dry go ds business in firth street pleaded guilt v
to a n milar indictment, and was r^ra .nded lor srntxnre
Daniel Kgmton. an Irishman, who bad b.en employed as
a porter In the store of Messrs. Clnflin A- Cb., [.leaded
guilty of having stolen a piece of grenadine valued at Ofty
dollars He acknowledged to Mr. Daniel H. Conkling a
member ot tbo firm, that it was afterwards sold to Job-
man. Rglntou was sent to the .State Prison for two years

">. amount of property stolen rrorn the store of Messrs'
Clafiln A On. Is estimated at about thirty thousand dol-

h-8:«i .K* ,h* TrtlonR °f rnPtatn .ionrdan. of
the Sixth pr« inct, ten thousand dollars, in money and
goods, has already been recoved.
John H. Beckett, a colored man. was plared at the bar

on an indirtment for murder, whlrh charged him with
having caused the death of a man named Richard John-

^7lorc'1'bjr 8«*bblnfr him with a knife, on the
10th of lebruarv last. The affray took place in a ball-
room In Church street, wbsro deceased and prisoner got
Into an altercation about a quadrille. Krom words thev
proceeded to blows, when Beckett stabbed Johnson in the
back, which caused hts death tn about one week after¬
wards. The Court decided to accept a plea of manslaugh¬
ter le tbe fourth degree, and sentenced Bocketl to tbe
State Prison lor two years.
The Court then adjourned until Monday next, at eleven

o doc*.

Italian Opera.
FAC8T.

Max Maretsek baa a bard fight to make against the
Fair, but be battles it out bravely. Tbe twin magnets In
Palace Garden and Union square draw many of the seek¬
ers of pleasure as well as tho votaries of njorcy to their
shrines, and therefore It Is not to he expected that the
Opera House or tbe theatres will be as well filled as usual.
lASt night saw tbe twenty eighth performance of Faust at

on)yt a°d although there was not a crush, such
as this opera previously commanded, yet tbe house was
well and brilliantly (llled. We have nothing to complain
of in regard to tbe rendering of the opera. Maz
xoleni, as usual, sang finely, and exhibited bis
excellent dramatic powers well. Hermanns
was, If possible, more full of vigor than ever, and was

heartily encored in two or three of hi* principal |iert*.
The Soldiers' Chorus.the sensation portion off the ope-

.¦a.was repeated, of course, in obedience to a hearty
oall from the audience
To alght we baye a keneflt at tbe Academy. Mar./olenl

appeals lo the public whose favor be has already so well
earned. Petrella's opera of lone will be given on tbe
occasion. We expert to see a crowded bouse, and we

opine we shall not be disappointed. On Monday Robert
Is Dtable will he produced, with Brlgnoli and Medorl. On

Wednesday Faust will be repeated
Firr in Canal J»tsmt..Shortly after six o'clock yeater

day evening a Are broke out oo the fourth floor of tbe

building No. 808 Canal street, in tbe premisee of William

a DemerolI, manufacturer of artificial flowers. Tbe

flamea were extinguished by the firemen before tbe fire
extended beyond the floor on which it started. The

damage to Mr. Pemorell's stock will be shout $1.000; said
to be fully iMured. Tbs third floor is occupied by George
K. Keurtisel, manufacturer of hair nets, loss about $$00;
inaured. Tbe aeoond floor Is ooeupted by Hecht Bros im¬

porters and dealers in laces and fancy goods. Tbelr stock
Is damaged by water ahout $$,000, Insured for$4T 000
aa follows .Banpla'a, $5,000 Tradesmen's, $4,000; Man¬
hattan, $6,000; Columbia, $6,000; Brevoorl, $3^00;
Grocers', $a,M>0; Oommonwealthy* ,oo© Bark, *.'1,000,
I*ror, $6,000. StR/vsaant, $6,000. and Albany City,
$6 000. The Ant floor la occupied by Hart Bros., deal¬
ers In straw goods; damage by waisr about $600,
laaured for $10,000 In the Brooklyn and Atlantic In-
auraaoeoompanles. Tfce building a ewned by Wilson *
Dewey. It la damaged about $600, said to be inaured.
Tbe origin of tbe Ore a unknown at preaent, hot it Is

alm investigation by the Fire Marshal. Mr. Pe

pnmipt« tow

POSTSCRIPT.
SATURDAY, APHIL 9.4 A. M

t ft/)PORTINT FROM LOUISIANA!

Battle Between General Smith
and Dick Taylor's Forces

on Cane River.

DEFEAT OF THE 11EDELS.

FIVE HUNDRED PRISONERS TAKER

PURSUIT OF TUB ESTREATING KNKIT,

Cairo, April 8, UN.
The ofearner OontioeaUi, from Near Orteapa otlM

evening of the 84 int., feu arrived, brtoftsf «|ut»
numbor of government mules and wagons from Vlcta-
burg.

Officers of atoamera from Red river, report a consider -

able fight on Cane rirer, thirty-five milos above Alexan¬
dria, on the SSth ult., between General Smith'a foroos,
consisting of 8,000 infantry under General Kewor, aod
Dudley's brlgaxle of Lee'a cavalry oorpa, and Dick Vajr-
lor's army, estimated at 12,000 Btrong, poated ia an ad¬
vantageous position. The fight laated about throe hours.
Our loss ia reported at eighteen killed and about sixty

wounded. That of the robots was much greater, soma
placing It at two hundred killed and wounded.
Wo captured five hundred prlsouors, and others are

still being brought In.
Dudley'a brigade In the advance, greatly distinguished

themselves.
Our troops did not halt on the battle ground, but

pushed on in pursuit or tho retreating too. No rest
would be given the rebels.

It was General Smith's design to force the enemy la
make a staud, and defeat them in a pitched battle, if pos¬
sible.
A considerable number of doeertera havo entored our

linos.
Nine hundred contrabands, men women and children,

had arrived from Alexandria.
The stoamer LaCros.se was captured and burnad by

guerillas ou tho 26th ult. bolow Alexandria, and her orew
were released on parole; but their officers were not re¬
leased.
The same band fired into tbe Mattie Stevens on the

night of the 30th. No injury was reported.
A largo number of Mississippi refugees aro gathering

within our linos at Fort I'lko and vicinity. Seven hun¬
dred, in one lot, are reported to be leaving reboidom.

Sales of cotton in New Orleans on the lat inat. 400 bales.
Ordinary, 56 a 58c.; low middling, 68 a 69.; middling, TOc.
Sugar, new crop, 15% a 17 %c.

NEWS FROMJTHE SOUTHWEST.
Fight Between Union Gunboats tai

Guerillas at Hickman, K. jr., Ac.
Cairo, April t, 1N4.

The gunboats had a fight with guerillas at Hickmaa yes¬
terday, and captured a few of them.
The snail propeller Golden Gate waa burned by gueril¬

las on the 2d Inst., sixteen miles below Memphis.
It is reported that tbe rebel General UcCrea Hug a

number of robbers and murderers who infested bis neigh¬
borhood and robbed friend and loe alike
Memphis cotton market less active. Receipt? light.

Shipments since last report six hundred bales. Ship¬
ments for tbe quarter ending Maroh 31, thirty-seven
thousand nine hundred and thirty seven bales. The
steamer Liberty took two hundred and thirty-ttvo bales
in her to-day for Cincinnati.
Purin* the post sixty days the steamer Ho lliday, for

Cairo, shipped two thou -and six hundred bates or cotton
out of the Tennessee river for Evar.sville, thence going
Fast, on which tbe government tax amounted to forty
thousand dollars.
Tbe steamer .Too .Tayes, bound down, loaded mostly

with flour, collided last niffht with tbe steamer General
Anderson below Metropolis, the Jacobs breaking into her.
No lives were lost.
Tbe steamer Forsytbe, after leaving this port yesterday

was brought back by a shot from tbe fort. Her officers
are r.hargod with having contraband goods on board.
Tbe boat is under a guard, tbe captain under arrest and
the clerk in the guard house.

Rebel Accents Of the Fight at Pada-
cah.Stafford's Address to His Troope.
Western Kentucky to be Held by tbe
Rebel*, &< .

Cimo, April 1,1894.
The Cairo ffms has been furnished with an order, is¬

sued by General Puford. commanding the Second divi¬
sion of Forrest's cavalry, congratulating the troops on the
aaooets of their Kentucky campaign. He praises theii
conduct during the attack on tbe fOrt at Paducab, and al¬
ludes feelingly to the loss or Colonel Thompson, command¬
ing the Third brigade. He asserts that they sllonied tbe
guns of the fort and compelled one or the gunboats to
withdraw from action. Tbe rebel loss ts set down at fifty
killed and forty wounded, and tho Union loss at twenty-
seven killed and seventy or eighty wounded, ne con¬

cludes by Informing tbe division of bis intention to bold
Western Kentucky.
Tbo actual loss or the Union forces was fourteen killed

and forty two wotinded Rebel prisoners admit a loss ef
three hundred killed and three times as many wounded.
Tbe latest Memphis advices report nothing later from

Forrest or Grierson It was rumored tbat tbe former wa*
preparing to attack Memphis.
Confiscated goods to the amount of $10,000, consisting

mostly of cotton and sugar, were sold here to-day by
order of the United States District Court. Flghtoen hus¬
dred hales of cotton yet remain to be sold. Two hundred
and two bales mixed and Inferior quality, In bad condi¬
tion, sold at auction at 41c. a 57 'fc.
Over one hundred bales of cotton have been brought up

by the naval despatch boat New National from Red
river, as have also two nine-inch Dahlgren guns, Mat
part of tbs armament of Fort De Russy. These guns
are part of those taken from the Harriet lone aad
Indlacola.
The steamer Forsytbe has been relsased and left for

Memphis. Several thousand dollars' worth of contraband
goods were found in her hold. Tbe first clerk is held for
examination.
Tbe election returns received indicate that L. Huns-

tnick, republican, has probably been elected Judge ef
the Thirteenth circuit.

In tbe Memphis cotton market rates for low qualitlsa
are unchanged; tbe better qualities tend upward; re¬

ceipts 364 bales; ordinary to good, 66c. a 66c., low n'd;
dllng, 67c. a 68c.; good middling, 63c. a 03c.; fair, C.

Tbe Rebels Retreating from Keatneky.
Phii.4DRi.phu, April 8, M0t.

A despatch from Cincinnati says:.
Notwithstanding the rebel Ruford s assurance that be

intends to remain permanently In Kentucky. It (is re¬

ported thst Forrest Is manrauvrtng to gst out or the Slate

by dividing bis forces Into small detachments, and slip
ping them off by byways.
Railroad Accident at Care CHy, Ky.

Locisvnxs, April T, 1804
The upward morning passenger train from NasbHIe run

off the track at Cave City tbis afternoon, which will cause
about ten hours' delay. Only one person wss mlnred, snd
be but slightly.
Flews from Red River.Large Asnoanta

of Cotton Captured.
Sr. Lor is, April 8,1804

A despatch fress Alesaadria, La-, says a large amosat

of cotton is being eeptured along Red river. It is re¬

ported tbat several naval officers had bees oaptured
while confiscating notion

,

Admiral Porter bad issued a circular to captaias and
owners ef steamboats in tbe employ of tbe rebel govera-
ment as transports stating that if they will deliver the
b< atj to him he will afford tbem every opportunity to re

C«eer their property, while if they burn then they will
be a totsl loss.

Tas BaoonLvis Cm lUiLnoin Coar«i»r..At a meetiag
of the Directors of the Brooklyn City Railroad Company ,

held en Thursday night, II waa decided to increase the
wagea of the conductors sod drivers sa their ilnsa fire*
$1 75 to $2 per day. Those who hsve beeo tn Iks ess
ploy of tbe company for lees than three months ere to
receive$1 wpor day. This wreagetaeataapeafi take
l^yaUGtOU to all ammffwi,


